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York held a reception in his honor, 
and presented to him a bronze me- 
dallion portrait. Preliminary ar- 
rangements had already been made 
for the celebration of his ninetieth 
birthday, which would have occurred 
on May 6 of next year. 

In 1873, Dr. Jacobi married Dr. 
Mary C. Putnam, a physician of dis- 
tinction, active in promoting the 
medical education of women, who 
died in 1906. 

At the dinner in honor of Dr. Ja- 
cobi's seventieth birthday, referred 
to above, the following verses by the 
late Dr. S. Weir Mitchell were read: 

That kindly face, that gravely ten- 
der look, 

Through darkened hours how many 
a mother knew! 

And in that look won sweet reprieve 
of hope, 

Sure that all Earth could give was 
there with you. 

THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL OF 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

Cornell University was char- 
tered in 1865 and opened in 1868. 
The celebration of its completion of 
fifty years was postponed on ac- 
count of war conditions and took 
place at the recent commencement 
with some four thousand alumni in 
attendance. The principal exercises 
were held out of doors when ad- 
dresses by President Schurman, 
Governor Smith, Judge Hiscock, and 
Justice Hughes were delivered in 
the Schoellkopf Stadium. The speak- 
ers spoke from a platform, built 
large enough to hold a glee club, and 
fitted with an effective sound am- 
plifier that carried the voices per- 
fectly. 

Another occasion of interest was 
the unveiling of the statue of Ezra 
Cornell by his daughter, after which 
President Schurman and Professor 
Crane paid tribute to the character 
and work of the founder of the uni- 
versity. The statue has been placed 
between Morrill and McGraw Hall. 
The illustration here reproduced 



gives a glimpse of the beautiful out- 
look from the Cornell Campus. 

Each college and several depart- 
ments held conferences of alumni 
and faculty to discuss educational 
problems. The opinion seemed gen- 
eral among those who attended that 
the conferences were distinctly suc- 
cessful, and that, contrary perhaps 
to the prevalent opinion when the 
plan was first announced, the alumni 
were sympathetic, encouraging, and 
alert to the educational work of the 
university. A special reunion brought 
back some sixty physicists to do 
honor to Edward L. Nichols, '75, the 
retiring head of the department of 
physics, who during the thirty-two 
years of his professorship has done 
great service for education at Cor- 
nell and research throughout the 
country. 

It is said that a record was estab- 
lished by serving a course dinner to 
four thousand alumni in the Drill 
Hall, and a supper of the same mag- 
nitude was served the following 
evening. Miss Mary Louise Thatcher, 
a graduate of the Home Economics 
Department, who is not yet twenty- 
six years of age, was responsible for 
the arrangements, and five hundred 
men and women students volun- 
teered to do the tasks of waiting on 
the tables. 

There were many fraternity and 
class reunions and the usual athletic 
events, including a display of air- 
planes. One event usual at such 
celebrations was lacking, for Cor- 
nell has the distinction of not con- 
ferring honorary degrees. 

Cornell University, somewhat re- 
moved from the Atlantic seaboard, 
occupies also educationally a posi- 
tion intermediate between the east- 
ern private corporations and the 
state universities. The governor and 
other state officers are trustees, and 
the State College of Agriculture is 
conducted in cooperation with the 
university. Women are admitted on 
equal terms, and attention has been 
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paid to practical studies. Perhaps 
it meets as nearly as any university 
the conditions of Ezra Cornell's oft- 
quoted words : " I would found an 
institution where any person can 
find instruction in any study." 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION 

OF LABOR ON SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH 

At the recent Atlantic City Con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor a resolution was passed as 
follows : 

Whereas, scientific research and 
the technical application of results 
of research form a fundamental ba- 
sis upon which the development of 
our industries, manufacturing, agri- 
culture, mining, and others must 
rest; and 

Whereas, the productivity of in- 
dustry is greatly increased by the 
technical application of the results 
of scientific research in physics, 
chemistry, biology and geology, in 
engineering and agriculture, and in 
the related sciences; and the health 
and well-being not only of the work- 
ers but of the whole population as 
well, are dependent upon advances 
in medicine and sanitation; so that 
the value of scientific advancement 
to the welfare of the nation is many 
times greater than the cost of the 
necessary research; and 

Whereas, the increased produc- 
tivity of industry resulting from 
scientific research is a most potent 
factor in the ever-increasing strug- 
gle of the workers to raise their 
standards of living, and the impor- 
tance of this factor must steadily 
increase since there is a limit be- 
yond which the average standard 
of living of- the whole population 
can not progress by the usual meth- 
ods of readjustment, which limit 
can only be raised by research and 
the utilization of the results of re- 
search in industry; and 

Whereas, there are numerous im- 



portant and pressing problems of 
administration and regulation now 
faced by federal, state and local 
governments, the wise solution of 
which depends upon scientific and 
technical research; and 

Whereas, the war has brought 
home to all the nations engaged in 
it the overwhelming importance of 
science and technology to national 
welfare ; whether in war or in peace, 
and not only is private initiative 
attempting to organize far-reaching 
research in these fields on a national 
scale, but in several countries gov- 
ernmental participation and sup- 
port of such undertakings are al- 
ready active; therefore be it 

Resolved, by the Amedican Fed- 
eration of Labor in convention as- 
sembled, that a broad program of 
scientific and technical research is 
of major importance to the national 
welfare and should be fostered in 
every way by the federal govern- 
ment, and that the activities of the 
government itself in such research 
should be adequately and gener- 
ously supported in order that the 
work may be greatly strengthened 
and extended; and the Secretary of 
the Federation is instructed to 
transmit copies of this resolution to 
the President of the United States, 
to the president pro tempore of the 
Senate, and to the speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

THE PROPOSED MEDICAL 

FOUNDATION FOR NEW 

YORK CITY 

Announcement has been made 
by Dr. Royal S. Copeland, health 
commissioner of New York City, of 
an organization to be known as the 
New York Association for the ad- 
vancement of Medical Education 
and Medical Science. 

The association's constitution and 
by-laws have already been adopted 
and an application has been filed at 
the Secretary of State's office in Al- 
bany for a charter. Dr. Wendell C. 



